
  
MEDIA CONTACT:  Laura Soll, Parade Communications (860) 688-4499, cell (860) 833-4466 

 
Students Win Statewide CT Veterans Day Parade Essay Contest 

Public Invited to Ceremony at State Capitol Bldg. on Wednesday, Nov. 4 
 
HARTFORD, CONN., October 22, 2009– Ryan Woolery, an 8th grader from Old Saybrook, Conn., is the First 

Place winner in a statewide essay contest which asked students “Why Do We Honor Veterans?” Ryan, an 8th 

grader at St. John School in Old Saybrook, won the 2009 Connecticut Veterans Day Parade’s student essay 

contest, which is presented by The Navy League of the United States – Hartford Council and the State of 

Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs. As the First Place winner, he will ride in a vehicle in the 

Connecticut Veterans Day Parade on Sunday, Nov. 8 in Hartford. In recognition of his achievement, he also 

will receive an American flag that has flown over the State Capitol Building. 

 

Two Runners-Up were selected for this contest. They are Vernon, Conn. residents Morgan Marsh and 

Jacob Ott, who both are 8th graders at Vernon Center Middle School. 

 

All three winners will be honored at a ceremony on Wednesday, November 4 at 4 p.m. in the 

Connecticut State Capitol Building’s Hall of Flags. Local radio host Brad Davis, a champion of the 

Connecticut Veterans Day Parade since its establishment in 2000, will emcee the ceremony and be joined by 

officials from the Navy League of the United States and Commissioner Linda S. Schwartz of the Connecticut 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs. During the awards ceremony, Ryan, Morgan and Jacob will read their essays. 

 

The Navy League of the United States – Hartford Council and the State of Connecticut Department of 

Veterans Affairs sponsored this special project to encourage middle school students to learn more about the 

heroism and importance of American servicemen and women throughout our nation’s history. The contest was 

open to all Connecticut 6th, 7th and 8th graders. A panel of judges selected the winner and the runners-up. 

 

The Connecticut Veterans Day Parade – one of the largest veterans salutes in the entire nation will take 

place in Hartford on Sunday, November 8. More than 4,000 people will march in the 10th anniversary event. It 

will step off at 1 p.m. near the Connecticut State Capitol Building in Hartford and proceed for 1.26 miles 

through the Downtown area. 

 

The colorful annual Connecticut Veterans Day Parade honors the dedication and sacrifices of servicemen and 

women from all U.S. conflicts, and offers the state’s residents the opportunity to express their thanks in a 

meaningful way. Any Connecticut resident who is an active, retired or honorably discharged member of the 

U.S. Armed Forces including commissioned officers, warrant officers and enlisted personnel of the Army, 

Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, National Guard, and Reserves is welcome to participate. Parade 

organizers also seek veterans groups, patriotic commissions, local municipalities, and middle, high school, 

college and university marching bands and drill teams from throughout the state.                      -More- 
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The parade will featured will be marching bands from the University of Connecticut and Central Connecticut 

State University, and high school and middle schools, pipe & drum and fife & drum corps from all over the 

state. Special parade features will include fly-overs by military aircraft and a tolling of church bells and 

Moment of Silence when the parade will pause in observance of veterans who died while serving their 

country, followed by the singing of the National Anthem by U.S. veteran Alvin O’Connor, who recently won 

the First Place in Solo Classical Performance at the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival in San 

Antonio, Tex. Volunteers will hand out American flags to spectators, and sell 2009 commemorative 

Parade lapel pins at $3 apiece or two for $5 – currently available for purchase at 

www.ctveteransdayparade.org. Proceeds will help to pay for parade operations. 

 

A Special Salute to the men and women who served on Active Duty during the Vietnam War will be 

featured in 2009 event. “This year marks the 35th anniversary since the last U.S. troops left Vietnam in 1974,” 

explains Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs Commissioner Linda S. Schwartz, herself a 

Vietnam Air Force nurse. “We hope to give these veterans a heartfelt Connecticut ‘Welcome Home’ that many 

of them never received. Any Vietnam veteran who may not have a unit to march with is welcome to register 

and join us in the parade.” 

 

The parade will be preceded at 12noon by a Wreath-Laying Ceremony to remember veterans at the 

Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Arch at Jewell St. and Trinity St. in Hartford’s Bushnell Park, featuring a Color 

Guard and band. In addition, for the pleasure of spectators before and after the parade, the Wadsworth 

Atheneum Museum of Art will offer free admission for U.S. veterans and current serving military personnel from 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and the Bushnell Park Carousel will open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at $1 a ride for everyone. 

 

To sign up to march or volunteer in the Sunday, November 8 “ Connecticut Veterans Day Parade” , go to 

www.ctveteransdayparade.org or call the new Parade Info Phone at 860-986-7254. 

 

 

-Winning Student Essays Follow on Next Pages- 



 
 

First Place Winner 2009 Student Essay Contest 
 

Ryan Woolery of Old Saybrook 
8th grader at St. John School, Old Saybrook 

 
Why Do We Honor Veterans? 

 

Think about these simple things – taking a walk down the street, going to a ball game, or choosing 

where to live. What would it be like not to be able to do these things freely? Thanks to our country’s veterans 

we do not have to find out. We have the luxury of living our lives however we want, without force. We can 

choose where we want to live, where we want to go to school and what kind of job we want to have. Many 

other countries are not so lucky. They cannot choose freely where or how to live. These decisions are made for 

them and they often live in fear. 

 

Our country’s veterans fought hard in many wars to protect our freedom and keep us safe. They fought 

selflessly risking their own lives, suffering lifelong injuries, or even dying for their country. They spent countless 

weeks, months or years away from their families to protect our families. Many families were never able to 

reunite. Children lost their parents and parents lost their children. These veterans made the ultimate sacrifice 

of their own lives. We must never forget the sacrifices that they made for the simple rights that we have every 

day. We should never take these rights for granted as they came and continue to come at a great price. 

 

Even as we speak there are thousands of soldiers living in adverse conditions fighting to protect us 

against future terror attacks. When we go to bed at night in our safe homes, soldiers overseas try to sleep with 

noise of gunshots, the intense desert heat, and the fear of being killed while they sleep on hard cots. We get a 

glimpse of what is going on when we watch the news, but we can conveniently turn the channel to a ball game 

or even turn off the TV when we have heard enough. The soldiers cannot turn the channel or turn off the TV. 

They are living this life twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 

 

There are many different ways that we can honor our veterans. No way is too small. We can honor our 

veterans with large parades on Veteran’s Day or we can simple say “thank you” whenever we see a veteran 

walking down the street. We can show respect to veterans by flying an American flag at home or putting flags 

on veteran’s graves. Many schools honor veterans by having special ceremonies inviting local veterans to 

share their stories. 

 

The important fact is that we do honor the veterans in any way that we can. We never want to forget 

what great sacrifices that they have made and continue to make for our country’s freedom and safety. We owe 

them gratitude for allowing us to enjoy the rights we have. The next time you say it’s a sacrifice to go to school, 

stop and think about what a great sacrifice the veterans made so we have the privilege to go to school. 

-End- 



 

 
Runner Up 2009 Student Essay Contest 

 
Morgan Marsh of Vernon, Conn. 

8th grader at Vernon Center Middle School 
 

Why Do We Honor Veterans? 
 

Why do we honor veterans? Have you ever stopped and asked yourself that question? The answer isn’t 

difficult. There are many reasons to honor the U.S. servicewomen and servicemen. For example: their 

courage, bravery, and loyalty. I think they deserve everyone’s respect for these qualities. 

 

I think it takes a lot of courage to go into war. Not just because it’s scary to think about getting hurt, but 

the things you could see. I can’t imagine the horrible things that could go on in a war. Even worse, I couldn’t 

imagine actually seeing them. For example, could you imagine seeing a good friend die right before your eyes? 

Seemingly innocent people scared and hopeless, or homes and whole villages destroyed for the country you 

are fighting for? Veterans might have second thoughts and doubts about the things they have done in war for 

the rest of their lives. And just willingly doing this, I am sure it would take a heart full of courage and bravery. 

 

How could you defend your country without bravery? What happens if you are in a dangerous situation, 

there are thoughts running through your head about what might happen, and regardless of how nervous you 

are you are ordered to move in? You would need to do it without hesitation, and I doubt you could to that 

without any bravery. Veterans deserve a lot of respect for this. And what about later in their life, if they survive 

the war they fought in? They will have to be brave about what others may think of them fighting since many 

people do not believe in violence. They could have a close friend who is strongly against war, and the 

serviceman/servicewoman that is going to war must choose between their nation or their close friend. That 

would take a lot of courage and bravery. 

 

Lastly, veterans’ loyalty deserves the most respect of all. Whether it’s in the Navy, Air Force, or Army, 

they’re putting their lives on the line to defend our nation. Servicemen and servicewomen must just have so 

much pride in their country to do so. That is another reason that makes them so honorable. They could be 

dead or alive by the time the war is over, either way we should all appreciate their service to our nation to the 

extreme and should let them know we respect them. 

 

In conclusion, I am happy that Veteran’s Day is a greatly celebrated holiday in Connecticut. These men 

and women who risk or lose their lives to defend us deserve nation-wide respect. I mean, they do all they can 

to defend us, don’t you think we should let them know we appreciate it? 

 

-End- 



 

 
Runner Up 2009 Student Essay Contest 

 
Jacob Ott of Vernon, Conn. 

8th grader at Vernon Center Middle School 
 

Why Do We Honor Veterans? 
 

 In this world there are many things I take for granted. Things like television, electricity, and running 

water. One thing that I don’t take for granted however, is the dedication that many veterans put in to protect 

this country. Many of them see combat and sometimes come home wounded, paralyzed, or sadly, in a casket 

and even those who don’t see combat have to suffer being away from their parents, wives, and loving children 

for years at a time for the sake of this country. One of the lucky veterans who survived the war is my great 

Uncle Frank, and this is his story. 

 

 It’s 1943 and my Great Uncle Frank, the engineer in a B-24 Liberator, is flying over Italy with his crew 

when suddenly anti-aircraft machine guns begin to fire at them from below. He does everything he can, but it’s 

no use they’re going down. Scared half to death my uncle straps on a parachute and prepares to jump. It’s so 

high up though he can’t do it. He’s too scared to jump. Suddenly a hand pushes him from behind. It’s the co-

pilot pushing him out of the plane. Although this could all be the plot to a made-up action movie it actually 

happened in real life. My great uncle survived and was held as a prisoner of war for 16 months before he was 

set free at the end of World War 2. 

 

 My great uncle and many other men like him have fought courageously for this country and deserve a 

great amount of respect. I go to the Memorial Day Parade and Veteran’s Day Parade every year not just to 

look at the floats and marching bands but to show my honor to all the men and women who have fought or are 

fighting for this country. War is a horrible thing, but when the president makes that decision to ship the troops 

over seas only the bravest of men and women step forward, these are the true everyday heroes. That is why 

we honor our veterans. 

 

-End- 


